A Tale of Two Kings

The wonderful new movie The Chronicles of Narnia, The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe is a fantastic tale that stirs the imagination of all who see it. Set in a place and time outside of our “everyday” world, the land of Narnia is home to a host of astonishing characters.

If, when you watch the film you sense something familiar in the subject matter, it is no coincidence. Taken directly from the Bible itself, the plot line is woven with eternal themes. Good and evil, sacrifice and redemption, death and resurrection all play powerful parts. The storyline is actually adapted from the accounts in the Bible of Jesus’ life, called the gospels, (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John). In the movie, the character of Aslan, the mighty lion-king, plays the part of Jesus, the powerful Lion of Judah.

As you watch the film, see if you notice any similarities between Aslan, “the King, and Lord of the whole wood” and Jesus Christ, “the King of Kings and Lord of Lords”…especially concerning His greatest mission.

The foreseen cost.

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. Matthew 16:21

The reason, to pay for sin.
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [and] the wages of sin is death. Romans 3:23, 6:23.

His qualifications.
He committed no sin.  1 Peter 2: 22
His emotions.

 [Jesus] took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me." Matthew 26:37-38 

The crowd who arrested Him.

So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. John 18:3

His enemy’s reaction to His arrival. 

"I am he," Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6When Jesus said, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground. John 18:5-6

Restraining Him.

Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him John 18:12

His power. 

Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? Matthew 26:53

His response to accusers. 

But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. Mark 15:5
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 1 Peter 2: [a]
His treatment.

Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. Matthew 27:27-30

His death.

After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. Matthew 27:31

The effect. 

the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Luke 23: 4

His friends.

…Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" John 20:1-2

His reappearance.

 "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there…  John 20:13-14

The Result.

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.  1 Peter 3:18

For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. Romans 6:9

SUMMARY:

The main “subject matter” of the film, and for that matter, of the Bible, is that God loves you, but He is separated from you because of your sin. (He is perfect…you are not.) Sin demands death as a penalty (eternally separation from God), but Christ died in your place to discharge that debt. When someone believes in Jesus and trusts in His sacrifice alone to save them, the benefits of His death and resurrection are immediately imparted to them: forgiveness of sins and a new, eternal life with God. 

Once you’ve made the decision to trust Jesus, you can tell Him in a prayer like this:

Dear King Jesus, 

I know I am a sinner and fall short of Your perfect standard. Please forgive me of my sins. I believe You are god’s Son, and that You willing died on a cross and rose again to secure my forgiveness and eternal life in heaven. Amen. 

